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i may s like a fairy tiale, bt onos wjsai 8 s coal hies
Inl all bevels of vouth sports were tough—and respecied
for it. They werne falr, and their ward wis alose o low I
you wanted to talk to Caach, you dld so withotit Mom or Chd
or the family aitorney there, He didn't have to answer Lo
overzealous parents lor his decisions. Nobody ever thought
of appealing sports concerns Lo the gehoal’s athletic diree-
tor o the sehool principal, school board or superintendent.

Conch pushed you and your teammutes e do your besd,
aned vou trled hard 1o live up to the words he used every iy
in prisctbee: dedication. commilment, sperifics, teamwork.
Vo knew the coneh woald noties if you hustled and hod the
right aititade. and besst of all wis when ha Lolel
you that he liked your work, For him
1o singde you out wis high—and
rare—jWalse.

Purents wenl 10 gimes
but reredy to peackice, And
| pan’l pecall ever hear-
{nr sbout a dad calling
a copreh at his homs
during ihe evening or
a parcni getiing in &
cpach's face ahoul
playing time. It just
wasn'{ done.

Unforianately,
that's not the way il is
anymare, and we're los-
ing some great conches as a
resuli. With heavy parenial in-
volvemen! and interferenee today,
NLATY infMuentlal copches who onee
played sueh important reles in the community
are driven to give 1t up, eiting the stress and pressures of
the job. Fut @ren’t we parents the swme people wii used 1o
revere the coach when we were growing up? Why in the
name of “protecting our kids” are we depriving them of the
garme kind of eonc oy redationships we alten oresdit with
helping us grow up?

[f fsn't easy for a perent to see o child getting the tough-
love treatment from a coach whose style might seem
alrasie or standoflish. You might want to step in and ask
why the eoach 15 treating your yungsier in ihis manmer,
Fut think of it thisway: You don't give your child mveryihing

she wants all the time, In faet, you often give ber a dose of |
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ot own Lough love, Even though your youngster might
think you're belng a little harah, vou know you have
her best interests in mind, A good coach—even one with &
prufl, off-with-the-kid-gloves demesnor—has the same
thoughts and goals. He isn't giving hiz players a hard time
just because he thinks that’s what a coach I5 supposed
to do. He's doing it beenuse he wants the children te
fearn something, and he knows that mixing & Tittle midver-
=ity with deserved positive reinforesment will help &
yoUnFELET makure 10 Imprlant s

A good way 1o get a sense of a cosch’s effetiveness is
io talk with his o ber former plavers. They'll often say that
Coach was tough when they played for him,
that moyhe they didn't even like him
mueh. But now, leoking back, ey
realize how miseh they leaurmed
from the coach—and not
just abaul sports.

The next (ime ¥
child encouniers &
conch with obd-school

sivle and ideals, luke
a step back belore
stepping in. Give the
copch the fims amnd
space he's earned. 1
vour soil or deughter
complning aboul seme-
thing, dem’t ewrerreact. Tedl
your athlele to be patient, to
work hard. Remind your ath-
lete thit respect has (o be earned

frafn the conch) Cespeel WaE DevVEr
meant just to be handed out,

As a sports parent mysell, 1 want my kids to hepe the
same kind of cosches that [ had when 1 was & young ath
lete, I've forgotten about the wins and losses in my sports
career, bt | pemembes my coaches. Art Mann, Erle Kantar,
Karl Wiehe. Mike Cannold. Their lessons made & differemnce
In my Nifiz. Interfering with a conch’s leadership, Do mattor
his style, could deny your kids simtlar experienees,
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